NAEP was first administered in 1992 and became a federal requirement in 2003. While other end of year state summative
assessments can be used for reporting and comparing school and district results, NAEP was specifically designed to allow for
high-level state-by-state comparisons across the nation. Though they may seem similar, there are a number of key
differences between NAEP and other end of year state summative assessments used in Washington.
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Making comparisons to the nation

When comparing NAEP results to the nation, OSPI uses statistical methods to determine if the findings are significant. When
statistically significant difference between the state and the nation are found, it will be indicated that Washington State
performed; Higher than U.S. if the scores are higher, or Lower than U.S. if the scores are lower. In cases when a difference
is not found to be statistically significant, we have indicated that Washington performed the Same as U.S.

To learn more about NAEP and view more detailed NAEP reports please CLICK HERE



